HUMANITARIAN AID FACT SHEET


· A UNICEF report released 11/25/01 in neighboring Iran estimated that up to 100,000 children in camps and cities inside Afghanistan could die of cold, disease and hunger if essential relief supplies are not made available in the next few weeks. 

· As of November 30th, 2 million aid packets (2,200 calories each) had been dropped in Afghanistan.  There are over 7.5 million people at risk of starvation. Current food aid is enough to feed Afghanistan for four weeks.  (World Food Program–www.wfp.org ) Currently, the country is in the midst of a severe three-year drought, which has affected almost half of Afghanistan's population and further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis.  (Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere www.care.org)
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Efforts to relieve the widespread food crisis in Afghanistan are still falling far short of success largely because of the insecurity and uncertainties related to the ongoing military conflict there.  "Food and other relief supplies are getting into the country, but not consistently out to the people," said Paul Jeffrey of ACT (Lutheran World Relief 11/30/01)

· The most urgent problem is the rugged countryside. Of 6 million Afghans requiring food aid, 4 million are in the “hunger belt” that arcs across the north, including Afghanistan's most isolated pockets. Even in quiet times, these areas are tough to reach. Winter snows have begun to block roads winding through the Hindu Kush mountains in the northeast. Three years of drought have shriveled local food supplies. (Burkard Oberle, head of the World Food Program)

· Even after US and UN food aid drops, “many Afghans still lack access to food, water and health on a regular basis,” -- Kevin Kennedy, with the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.  (Associated Press, 11/30/01)

· “With so many unexploded mines and bombs and so many people on the move, the risks have increased significantly,” said EU Humanitarian Aid Commissioner Poul Nielson.  (AP 11/29/01)  More than 10 million landmines cover Afghanistan.

· As the refugee crisis in Afghanistan expands, the United States, the world's largest resettler of refugees, is likely to slash the number it accepts next year by tens of thousands – to about 70,000 refugees total.  (Reuters 11/29)

· More than 5 million people - 70 per cent of them children and women - already rely on humanitarian aid to survive, and the numbers could rise significantly.  (UNICEF 12/6/01)

· Twelve million people have been affected by the drought, as many as four million severely. Crops have failed, fields and orchards withered, rivers, dams and wells dried up, and livestock herds, a source of livelihood for millions of Afghans, perished. According to the United Nations “This has been an exceptionally difficult year for Afghans and in 2001, the scale of human misery is expected to surpass even that of this year” with millions threatened by starvation. (UN High Commissioner on Refugees 12/7/01)

· The situation in Afghanistan was dire even before the United States began bombing last month, according to Andrew Natsios, USAID administrator. U.S. officials who visited in May found indicators that a famine was coming, he said. To survive, some women were working 20 hours a day making rugs and sedating their children with opium. (AP 11/27/01) According to Oxfam, some Afghans have been surviving on insects and worms for several months. Deaths from starvation have been reported around the northern town of Jawand. (OneWorld 11/16)

· According to the World Health Organization, efforts are also required to control communicable diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria, cholera, measles, typhoid, meningitis and haemorrhagic fever, the agency said. (UN News Centre 11/30/01)  “In Afghanistan, potential overcrowding in camps over the border and insufficient health services, the population is highly vulnerable to communicable diseases. In fact, many mountainous and desert areas have no access to health services. ” says Dr. Mohamed Jama, Regional Coordinator of the WHO in Afghanistan.
· Some 150,000 people have been uprooted and left homeless in and around Mazar by the war and before that by three years of drought. "What is happening in one camp in Mazar is happening in all the rest, and what is happening in Mazar is also happening all across the northern provinces," said Brendan Paddy of Save the Children. "I don't even want to think about the body count last night but it will only be the beginning because the aid agencies have still not got the access they need to do their job effectively. There are people with no tents, no warm clothes. We're going to see a lot more child deaths." The crisis will be most acute amid the rugged mountains of the north where inaccessible indigenous communities are subsisting on a diet of dried mulberries and where half a million uprooted people are freezing in makeshift camps.  (UK Guardian 12/4/01)
· A Berkeley Stop the War Coalition (BSTWC) flier.  For more information check out our website at 
 HYPERLINK http://www.berkeleystopthewar.org 

www.berkeleystopthewar.org


· Reprinted by Columbia College On The Ground (nnnnn4@aol.com, midwestantiwar.org) for Int’l Human Rights Day – December 10


